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was a record-breaking
year by all accounts.

We received 226 referrals from dozens of hospitals across the US, weke officially in more than half the covntry (27
ctatec!), we secored our largect grant ever (From the Richard King Mellon Foundation), our research was chosen
at five nationalfinternational conferences, we brovght back the Night of Ingspiration for the first time cince 2019,
and we negotiated the first pay increaces from our hospital and heafth insurance payers.

We had some amazing mentoring stories this past year, too (I can’t wait for you to read this annual report! And if
Yyou haven't seen our Storybook yet, please enjoy it! ConnectingChampions.org/storybook). I try to remind my staff
and ovr mentors reqularly that, just by being them, they are changing the lives and futures of young people during
their cancer jovrneys. But the truth is that the kidse & young adulfe are changing our lives every day. Qur team has
a “‘Celebrations” thread where we share fears of joy and Fun facte all the time. Here's one of my favorites:
Connecting Champions is going to space, yalll Connecting Champions’ will be engraved on NASA's Europa. Clipper
spacecraft as it travels 1.8 billion miles to explore Europa, an ocean world that may cupport fife.” How cool ic it that
one of our mentors is placing Connecting Champions among the ctars in honor of the participant he is mentoring!
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But there’s one moment in particular that I want to celebrate with you afl, becavse I think it really reprecente the
Future of Connecting Champions.

In June, I was selected to be a plenary speaker at an international conference, the Global Adolescent and Young
Adult Cancer Congress. In Front of hundreds of people — from 19 countries around the world — there I was on the
big stage. I talked about how young people in cancer treatment and curvivorship have unique needs that are criti-
cally unmet in the world of healthcare, and the creative ways Connecting Champions is addrescing those needs.

VL

Ag soon as I walked off the stage, I was flooded by medical professionals from arovnd the world: S, UK, Australia,
Canada, and even India. After seeing our research-backed model, each was asking how they can build a program
like Connecting Champions in their countries. And then it hit me:

We are literally leading the world when it comes to career and school
preparedness for young people during their cancer journeys.

Having done this work for over 12 years, we have made diccoveries that had never been made before. Even among
major health institutions, Connecting Champions has established ifcelf among the global leaders in child and young
adult oncology.
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The world is watching what we are building, and each one of you represents a. set of hands that has fifted up our
organization in the last year. The futvre is bright — for Connecting Champions and for all our participants — and
Yyou are the reason why.

From my heart to yours,

N : : , , .
S g( o}ﬂt Executive Director & Founder, Connecting Champions
N
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http://ConnectingChampions.org/storybook

Connecting Champions asks kids and young adults with cancer”

and provides a mentor in that field who can help them achieve a brighter future.

,:"

Rowan (OVES cars. Everything from the different
modelc to the horcepower of different engines,

he knows afl of the facts and details. When he
cigned vp for Connecting Champions, Rowan asked
u¢ to find him comeone that he couvld share his
passion for avtomobiles with.

We were excited to match Rowan with friend of
Connecting Champions and car enthusiast Joe
Mancino. Joe and Rowan have been meeting for
years and, in that time, they have diccusced all
things Ford Mustang related (Rowan’e favorite
car), built a model car together, and Rowan and
his family even got to vicit Joe'c home to see
(and ride in) his exotic car collection.

‘Rowan'c been inspiring me during every video chat
and when we met in person,” caid Joe. “The world
needs more Rowans!”

Featvred on the front page, Rowan'c smile shines brightest when
he’s hanging out with his mentor and checking out his favorite cars.

Ever since Sophie underwent treatment, che has known she wanted fo go
to echool fo be a physician assictant. Inspired by her own PA during her
time in the hospital, Sophie hopes to one day emulate her role model.

Enter Emily, a physician accistant with Nephrology at UPMC Children’e
Hospital of Pitteburgh. With Sophie being a junior in high school and en-
visioning her life after graduation, Emily has been there every step of the
way in helping her narrow down her choice of school and find the perfect
fit to further her edvcation.

Their convercations involve everything from what kind of program to
enroll in fo what college Sophie thinks would be best for her, but they alco
talk about more than just Sophie’s future plans.

‘When theyre on a meeting, theyre talking for the full hour,” caid
Connecting Champions progrom staff member Matthew. ‘A lot of it is
about Sophie’c future, but Sophie givee updates about what is going on
for her marching band or swim feam. These meetings are just reloaxing,
hanging out and talking.”

Sophie met a physician assictant years ago that inspired her to purcue a
life in medicine. With the help of her new PA friend, Emily, che is able fo
envision that bright future ahead.
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When asked 1o cum Yp the friendchip between
Ezra and hie mentor, Jordan, Grand Ropids
Program Coordinator Doavielfe beamed: ‘7'Aey re
best buddiec!”

Ezra is obsesced with, the wonders of space. Hie
menfor, Jordan, ic the perfect match for the
71-year-old as he teachee hiy all about hic rofe jn
quality assurance throvgh NASA.

Their friendehip ic amazing becavse Jordan ic
very, very 9ood af getting on Ezra’s fovel and he

has a lot of very similar interecte ao Ezra, like
building (egoc,” caid Danielle.

One of their biggest projecte involved them building
he Europa Clipper, a Spacecraft being developed

by NASA, en tirely out of (egos. Ae Jordan works on,

the actval spacecrafi, he ip able to teach Ezra alf

of the cool features on the project.

Another one of the f'm'ends",bars'ionr is travel. Ae¢
Jordan bhag had ts Travel for work, hes filled Ezra
in on hic trips by showing all of the fom Places he'e
been. When Jordan wemt Yo Alaska, one of Ezva’e
dream a(erﬁuatiaus', Jordan wae sure to share hie
views <o Ezra could feel like he wae there with bic
friend. To retuorn the favor, Ezra took time out of
his family trip to Howaii 1o Share the breathtak-
ing views on a call with Jordan.

Their calls are ¢p imporfant fo the botl, of them,”
said Daniefle. Theyre on the cafl for like an hour
and a half and they jost love catching up!”

Jordon has become more than just a mentor 5
Ezra; he'e now close friend that ic able to share
his pacsions and dream alongside Ezra.

The match between Ezra and Jordan coufdn’t
have been more perfect,” caid Ezra'e mom, (aupa,
Their interests were the came. Their personals-
Lies were very cimilar. Jordan hae a way of making
Ezra feel comfortable and hic support during afl
of that was amazing.” .

Although she wac ungore if E2ra would want to
participate dve to hic o W nature and treatment
schedule, Laura ic ¢o happy that he wae paired
with cuch a kind and weleoming mentor, allowing
her son to meet a positive rofe model that alco
Shared his pacsion for Space and exploration.

“When Connecting Champions was
introduced to Exra while we were in the
hespital, | thought there was no way that he
would be interested; he was so shy and that
would be something outside of his comfort
zone,” Laura remembered. “He wanted todo _

itand | am so glad that he did. The process
Wwas great and the time that we spent over
Zoom meetings with Jordan has been such a
highlight for Ezya during his whole
treatment. | know jt was one of the best
things out of his whole eXperience.”

- Laura, Ezra’s mom

Together, Ezra and Jordan have made cous tlece
memoriec throvghout their Friendship, and they
are troly out of thic world!
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Ayanna was introdvced to Connecting Champions
when che chared with her hospital staff that

che wag overwhelmed and unsvre how to apply for
physical therapy cchool. A recent college graduate,
che buew che wanted o take the next step in
becoming a physical therapict, but she didn't know

where to start.

Connecting Champions reached out to David, a
physical therapist who would be able to chare his
experiences with Ayanna and help her pursue her
passion.

“Ae first, T was pretty scared of going out of my
comfort zone,” caid Ayanna, reminiceing on her
initial days with the organization. “When I met
David, he was o kind and the energy that he gave
off was very welcoming. He's the type of percon

that you can talk to very easily. b

Right off the bat, it was obviovs that Ayanna and
David were going to be cvcceesful together. ‘David

does a really good job of balancing what he experi-
enced and thinks Ayanna should (ook for while also
encovraging her and seeking this out for herself,”

caid Virtual Program Associate Cait.

David was able to answer all of Ayanna’s questions
about becoming a physical therapist and what a
career in the field may look like. A majority of their
conversations, however, revolved arovnd Ayanna’s
application process for physical therapy echool.

“Getting info physical therapy school ic a stressfol
process,” David adwitted, thinking back to his time
applying to programs. “Anything to help ease that
ctrece and the burden of Trying to navigate that,
it felt good to give her the opportunity fo help her
go down a certain path.”

Together, David fed Ayanna through all of the
different aspects of the application procecs- They
made a. pros and cong list of different cchools,
listing everything Ayanna would want in her dream
cchool, and went through each potential program,
identifying all of the requirements to be admitted
to the college.

“They really put ol of the pieces together of thic
puzzle for her PT application, " Cait said. “Ayanna’c
a million steps ahead of the game, but she is alco
¢o actively engaged in doing the things that they
talb about. David'e really helping cet her up for
cuccecs. It' really, really cooll”

All of the hard work throughout their calls poid off
when Ayanna got o chare with David and Cait
that che was accepted into a physical therapy
program! ‘T felt like my heart was going to explode
becavse they were definitely some of my biggest
cupporters,” Ayanna caid. “Charing the news with
both of them, it was a really good moment that Il
honestly never forget.”

When asked about the moment Ayanna chared the
qood wews (pictured above), David said, ‘Hearing
her say that she got in, thinking back to all of

the work That she put in and the Times that she
doubted hercelf, it all went away and I just saw
how provd she was. It was an awesome moment
knowing that I was looking of a future colleague of
mine. I couldn’t be provder.”

Once Ayanna finiches cchool and becomes a full-
time physical therapist, che will have the opportu-
nity to work in the came field of the mentor who
helped get her fo where che ic today. “The physical
therapy field is gaining a Future excellent clinician,
comeone that ic going to work tirelescly not just fo
help people but fo use her own experiences fo make
the profession better,” caid David. “Tve been ceeing
her falk and just hearing someone that’
passionate about making an impact and the ideas
that che’s alveady been thinking of before even
going to school, you just know that thic is o special
individual that is going to do some greal things.”

Ac che looked back on her experience with the
organization, Ayanna chared what fond memories
che holde and her gratitude for her mentorship
with David. “Tm really thankful for gefting to be a
part of Connecting Champions,” che said. ‘T have
cuch happy memories. They really helped me get
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QUR STAFF

Sidney Kochner
Founder & Executive Director

Favorite food: Apple
Cinnamon CheerioS

Coy Thompson

Pkoymm Director
Favorite animal: Red-tailed hawk

Arias Flory
Senior Operationse Manager

Favorite book: “Oathringer”
by Brandon SanderSon

Danielle Conklin
Grand Rapids Program Coordinator

Favorite activity: Camping
with my family

Matthew Hammel

Regional Program Coordinator

Cait Wolf

Virtual Program Associate

Favorite Singer: Ben Rector Favorite movie: Inception

Kaitlin Travinck

| Mentor Finder
Favorite travel destination:
walt Disney World

Sean Molan
Acsistant of Everything

Favorite sports team:
 Pittsburgh Pirates
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Chrisey (ookabavgh

Parent of a child who is an alummnus in Connecting Champione

Dr. Jane Kogan
Acsoc. Chief Research and Translation Officer at JPMC
Center for High-lalue Health Care

Jonnett Maurer T B Y o o A T g Sl =3 x
Nonprofit Manager - Higher Ed Profecsional - . :
Community Advocate - Consultant

Dr. Linda McAllister-Lucas 2 Q 2 % g
Chief of Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology at ; , el
UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittchureh 5 Outcomes o

Report

Mark Broadhuret 5 . 2023

Chief Operating Officer at Parkburst Dining connectingchampions.ora/outcomes

Terrence MeAllister ; el Connecting

Financial Advicor at Blue Print Financial Partnere . °
ChampionsS

Dr. Tracey Reed Armant
Program OfFicer at The Grable Fovndation

| Storybook

connectingchampions.org/ctorybook .
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2024 EVENTS

During March Madness season, people
acrose the country form feams with their

2\0
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" the kids & young adulte with cancer in Con-

f 7 W/Ilp necting Champions. They make their bracket

pools charitable or simply raise money fo
change a life.

Toast from Coast to Coast

Thursday, May 16
ConnectingChampionS.org/Toast

Buckle up and rev your engines because we're hitting the road for
an epic virtual journey! Help us celebrate the incredible participants
and mentors of Connecting Champions in every corner of the
nation. Join vs for an vnforgettable evening filled with excitement,
laughter, and all of the poscibifities ahead. From fively performances
to heartwarming testimonials, were packing our itinerary with pit
stope thatll leave you incpired and ready to hit the road running!

Connecting Champions
Charity Run in Memory of Vic

Sunday, July 28
ConnectingChampionS.org/RunforVic

In memory of Victoria Ondo Burnfin, our
beloved intern & mentor

- Join #TeamVic in-person in Piftcburgh or wherever you are virtvally for thic
| yearc Charity Ron. Run or walk a 5k with us and help us raice money to create
| hope and joy in the life of a kid or young adult facing cancer. -

Night of Inspiration
Saturday, September 28

Jewish Community Center of Pittsburg
ConnectingChampionS.org/InSpiration

Every year, we host an evening where our mentors present
our kidse and young adulte with perconalized awards, sharing how
they'e inspired uc with their bravery during the cancer journey.
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Historic partnerchip Virtual program
Connecting Champions Developed evidence-based, with Children’e Hospital Reached 100 Received first national expanded across International
was fovnded outcomes-driven approach of Pittcburgh all-time friendchipe foundation grant the country recoguition
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